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will 
definitely 
happen in 
summer. 


fa 


What Himeno and | were waiting for 


And we'll 19 


finally years 


be able to one rom 
feel like \ thing ; 
really good 
we're glad AX) will happen 
to have 
lived. 


famous, / In 10 
really rich 
our class- years, 
and really 
mates / C 
famous. we'll 
will S have 
have heart f toget 
attacks from 


jealousy. 


"something" that made up for everything. 





And if 

it they 

won't be don't, 
worth it. 










Circum- 
stances 
led her 






to give 

birth to 
a child at 
seventeen. 





-—~— 
She then 


dropped _ ji 
out of high 
school 













Now, at 
twenty, she's 
raising the 
child by 
herself. 













but di- and 





worcee married 
‘0 ateight- 
os years een, 


later. 


And in 
two years' 
time... 


she will be 
jumping to 
her death. 





Are 

/ athou- you 

sand = mak- 

paper ing 
cranes? 


myself a 
asthead happy 
toward __ life 
death. 


intend to 
do this all 
by yourself? 





| filled 
the drab 

apart- 

ment 


of many 
colors. 


lenjoyed 
the point- 
less work. 












As | went 

through 

I found many recounting 
thatwere the cranes, 
too good 
to believe 

| made them. 













These 


bya \ ones must| 

certain nosy { have been| 
individual folded 

while | slept. Y 





































when 
checking The 
the pockets night 
of my Shad 
P ished 
baislen folding 





cranes, 























the letter 
I'd taken 
from the 
time 
capsule. 











It went 
like this. 














and tn Because I want you Fim 


hopeless Himere's tomeet —stillon the 

without hopeless Himneno. Shelf in 

Himeno. without ten years, 
me, 








was 
surprisingly 
honest 
and kind. 


It's been \ This isa 


10 years \ \ request from 
now. i myself, 
10 years ago. 


!want 
to honor it. 











until 
Isee it 

with my 

own eyes, 


But, 










it might 
just bring 

me even 
more pain. 












Ican't 
give up. 













As thanks Just 
for giving “twant One last 
me life, totalk ‘me 








| want to with her. 

give her the 

300,000 yen 
| got from 


selling it. 





| won't 
stop you. 


understand 
the feeling 
myself. 











Itseems 
she's been 
depending 

‘on them ever 
since her 
husband left. 


aa toed 


Maybe 
I'mthink- even 
You know jing of tomor- 
ifshe's going to 
ather Himeno's 


parents’ house. 
place? 








Don't 
mention 











must not be ef 
| observer 


separated by 
any more than 
100 meters. 


and their 





Your 
lifespan will 
be termi- 
nated. 











apologize, 
Ican'tlet but... 
you go too 
far on your 
own. 
















Then we 
will be able 
to use it. 








NOt? this bike 
does 





.How- 
ever, 


















It won't 
bother 
me. 










So long as 
you aren't 
vehemently 
opposed to 
me riding. 























First, I'll go 
Ms. Himeno's to the college 


address? campus to 
‘ get a map. 








Idid geta 


letter from 
Himeno. 























No hint of ~ 























sarcasmor and 
help but BRI an insulting , other 
think a word, ‘tivolous 
itdidn't that things. how 
sound like she was 
Himeno busy with 
atall.... studies, 












But 
lans- inthe 
wered with end, 
asimilarly 


banal letter. 














I can't say 
itwasa 
very good 
memory. 


But 
&1 Himeno's 





child of 
-| someone 





would YOu were 


your last uation, 
months? 


I don't think 
''d know 
until | was 
in that 
position. 


you spend in my sit- }.| Meaningful 


This isn't 
really a 


question, 

















but you 
shouldn't talk 
to me in places 

like this. 















Um, 
| know 
told you 
before, 













They'll think 
you're a 
strange person 
who talks to 
himself. 


lama 
strange 
guy. 





Ae 
Better to ie In 


fact, 
lactively 





bered as 
than not a weirdo 
remem- 
beredatall. P 























question 
ou asked. 





If | myself 
thereare  hadonly 


three things 2 few 
lwould months 


absolutely left to live, 
want to do. 








to go see 
a person 
who was 
important 
tome. 


you're 































the view But! 
ofthe stars do recall, lke How Not 
there being from my about a ‘eally sure 
quite childhood, , isJust little more | getit. 
beautiful. info? 


g\2 lake. ¥ 











There are, 
but as far no doubt, 
as those 


that | "know," 


more 
beautiful 
sights in 
the world, 


starry lake 
is the 


hoe 














led 
Strictly 
speaking, 
if just 
founda 
nice large 
rock 





ismy 
grave,” 












you mean 
you wanna 
buy a good 

piece of |} 










is that what- MPO 
ever|decide ‘nt 
to be my grave 
remains for at 

least a couple 
decades. 
































You 
would 
suppose 
right. 


I'd rather 
not tell you, 
Mr. Kusunoki. 










meet them, 
in the end. 











to deny 
what 


you're | suppose 

mr, 2°99: that means 
Ihave 

no right 













more timid 
when it's 
about you, 














There 
aren't 
any other 
“Himeno" 


houses 
around. 

















Maybe 
somebody'll 
|. come home 
at night. 





“what kind 
of book 
could pos- 
right Sibly be 
before useful 
death?" 











“What kind of 
books would 
I get the urge 


Hl a to read when 


nearing my 






















some not 
Partic- 
ularly 

interesting 

picks. 











As it 
turns out, 
I chose... 





*Scoots 














Wanting 
totry 
observing 
and reading 
at the same 
time? 
























































ness 
































It was 
my first 
experience 
reading 
a book 
with | 
someone 
else. 
) — 

Read- 
seemed to but also Iwasn't ing like 
make for how Miyagi just this, 

more Having felt reading thinking 
enriching that thesame about 
reading. aware- part. how | felt, 

















She sure does 
have a calming 
smell to her, 


| thought. 






































Ever 
What are since 
you buying I'd stopped Himeno 
all that for? going to left, 
the local 


couldn't 
tell you 


one. 


























so you'll There's no 

haveto Way! can 

help. at this all 
myself, 























going for 

a full tour 
was too 
much. 











inthe 
summer 
10 years 

later. 





and 
one day 
we'd be 
“glad we 


should both 


marry 
each 
other. 


“onthe 


shelf," 


after ten 
years, 


Himeno 
made a 


| premon- 


will happen. 
Tous 





in that 
summer. 


neither 


ofus had tld, 
a satisfied 
customer 
to our 
names. 


One of 
us had 
andthe become 
otherwas used 
ending goods, 
his life 
unfit to sell. 














in this 
sort of 
perverse, 
prankstery 


Some 
things 


are too 

good to 

So be true. 

people 
say. 





notice it 
them- 
selves, 



























































too poor 
shape. 


You got 
a problem 
with it, 
try else- 
where. 


know 
I've got 
over 100 
books 
here, 
right? 
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Even just 
a year or two 
could fetch a 
decent price. 


NT 


Vil 


‘Cause 
"dbe if you 
happy to are, 
oblige 
right now. 


No, I'm 
asking you 
do you a question: 
wanna 
sell your 
lifespan? 


Are you 
askin' me to try 
some kinda 
clinical trial? 





What's een 
that even 
mean? 


Explain it 
in away 
| can under- 


bu 
which can there's 
evaluate 5 facility 
lifespan, nearby 
and buys it 
in years. 


VESEY may not} 


be easy 
to believe, 





Dream 
come true, 
right? 


unfortunately, 
my life's pretty 
much worthless. 


The lowest 
price, eh... 


If the 
remainder 
then Of your life 


would let 
you live 


out the rest 
comfort- _ justa PIOves, 


ably. few years to be 
ofit of value, 


Yeah, sounds 
like a dream, 
alright. 


..But, 


Just like 
most of 
these books 
| brought, 
it'd just 
go for the 
lowest price. 





Say, 
out of 
curiosity... 


What do 
you think the 
minimum 
value is 


for one 
year of 
lifespan? 


answer's 
close 
I'll buy enough, 
all these books 
for 100 yen 


each, ff ., oe 


it eo (PLO ida a: 


Wasi 


Il gi 

yaa but , Ds is 

fine} [| tdunno nf 
how I'm 


supposed 
to know. 








In other 
words, 


how 


happy you'll 
become, 


how many 
goals you'll 
achieve, 


Those 
decide the 
life's value. 


The evaluation's 
based on 
happiness, 
achievement, and 
contribution. 


and how 
you'll contribute 
to others' 
happiness. 








How'd you 
figure it was 


Let's try 
rephrasing 


your question. 


how should 
I say this? 


; ' 
can't make 
yourself 








bunch of 
dreams, 
but never 
achieved 
a single one. 








Stole? 


if you're 
someone 
like me, 


Comes to 
thesame how 
thing, would 
right? that life 
be priced? 


| thought 
back through 
these 32 
years of life, 


and I've 
never felt any 
happiness 
that felt like 
happiness. 


lactively — And forget 

stole their ever making 

happiness other people 
away. happy - 























By the most 
optimistic 
measure, 


I'd say 
I've ruined 
at least 20 

people's lives. 


and it was 
a guy like 
i me's lifespan, 


| wouldn't 
wanna offer 
a single yen 
for it. 


I've had to 
give it up now 
for a couple 
reasons, 


but 'til recently, 
| was sort of 
acon man. 


do it just to 
survive. 





NN 














Do 
you 


wanna 
sell your 
lifespan? 


Who out there 
would sell 
something 
for nothin’? 


I'm sure you 
could live 
comfortably 
on that 

money. 


Oh yeah? 
On what 
basis 
are you 
so sure? 


Just selling 
five years 
or so, 


As far as 
I can see, 


I think 
your 
lifespan'd 


sell pretty 


well. 


Well, 
Il ask you 
again now. 


Gramps, 
were you 
even listening 
to a word 
| said? 
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r\\4\ > (i UT i < 
\ In the eyes F 
\ of most 
\ people, 
AY I we're 


; | talking 
they might (| a about the 
think you're \ | 
not only 
worthless, 


you might be 


but that s| human garbage 


in 


it'd be better AN Ki i not worth a 
if you never le single yen. 
evenexisted. 


So the past's 
got no bearing \ 
on that. “i ~ lifespan's 
value is your 
remaining 
life's value. | 


It's the 
future what 
decides it. 





Okay, | get 
how the past 
doesn't affect 

the value of 
lifespan. 


bright future 


ahead? 
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Anything Ask now, 

you want and I'll 
‘sides buy you temporary 

icecream? —_ anything. income. 


got some 
unexpected 





I'l keep 
looking 
into it 
with an 
open 
mind! 


| was just 
kidding! 


But I'd 
appreciate 
something 

purchasable 
right now... 


There's 
: , not really 

I'm think- good. . much 

ing I'll try to iN You I want. 
quit while haven't 
I'm at it. smoked 

ina while, 
right, mister? 





Don't push 
yourself too 
hard, okay? 





Hey, 
would mister, 
sellfor | think 

alottoo. your 
lifespan 


if you I mean, 
I think I'd asked me to 


pickyou. choose between 
3 billion yen 
or getting to 
stay with you, 


Why do 
you think 
that? 



































..You're bad ..You're 

at hiding } good at lifting 
when you're \ \ my spirits, 
embarrassed, Hazuki. 


mister. 















| felt just 
alittle bit 
more 
to willing 
believe that 
old man's 
words. 
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nenser 




































and 


all | nee 





Himeno to 
respond, 
that was 


ded. 
7, 








|_ 7 ¥ 








| was 
probably 
talking 
without 
thinking. 


That's 
just how 
excited 
Iwas. 











what the 
conver- 
sation 








She 


so she ended was here 


up passing 
through. 


for work 
reasons, 
and 
happened 
to be parked 
near the 
shrine, 





It didn't 
seem she 
had come 
to see the 

festival. 





























I'd love to 
talka little 
longer, 


{ but have 
to get up 
early. 





sometime 


soon? 
















we 
parted 


Promising 
to meet 
for dinner 
two days 
later, 


















thadn't 
expected 


things 
would go 
like that, 
myself. 

















neither. 


Just 
seems 


too good 
You tobe 
know? true. 


To. cat some tasty things — 
= 963 some Beautiful tings 








TT 
tet 





kind of 
a strange 
request 

for you. 





tohelp 
prepare 
me for 
Himeno. 


















I know it'd 
be pointless 
to hide anything 
from you now, 
so I'm gonna 
be honest. 






In twenty 
years, 























I've 
never really 
interacted 
with a girl, 
ever. 









To So if | just 
hopefully went into 
cut down this Himeno 
on that, thing, 
iknow 
Iwant to I'd probably 
go to town bore her 
tomorrow and mess 
andie upa lot. 
hearse. 








walf I'm not 
mistaken... 






you want 
me to play 
the part of 

Ms. Himeno? 

















but in 
Practice, 
limagine 
there 
would be 
issues... 





Will you 


accept? 





Why should 
I care what 
people think? 











you mean 
how I'm the 

only one who 

can see you? 
















aslong __ if every- 

asHimeno body else 
likesme — tidicules 

just a little, me, 









I'm 
satisfied 
with that. 

















All 

issimply that 
that Himeno mat- 
thinks well ters 
of me. 























It's no 
problem. 
























very little 

about how 
‘women in my 
Imay be an generation 
inadequate __ think. 
subsitute... 








you really 
become like 
adifferent Himeno, 
person, 


























No need 
to air your 
every 
thought. 







Seems 
tomeit'sa 
compliment. 





rl 
interpret 

itas 
| want. 


























meeting 
someone 
important. 









and the : 

beau- | Idid as 
tician Miyagi 
passion- advised, 

ately cut 

my hair, 
giving me 
anumber 
of tips for 
my big day. 














you're almost 
like an entirely 


different person 
from yesterday. 


I sure don't 
look like a guy 
whose life is only 
worth 10,000 yen is 
ayear, huh? 














someone 
with the 
promise 

of a happy 
future. 


youlook And 


like a fairy when 
you smile, 


Miyagi, 
















You're rather 
chipper today, 
Mr. Kusunoki. 














Ijust mean 
a graceful 


and intelligent 
‘woman. 











But her 
virtues are 
a different 

beast. 


I'm talking 
about you, 


Please 
save that 
line 
for Ms. 
Himeno, 
will you? 


are worth 
next to 
nothingas in 
people. reality, 
both you 












































Try to 
think of me 
as Himeno 
and seduce 


Mr. Drunk 
Kusunoki. 























appearing 
before me 
was 


you left my 
sight, 









the best 
thing that's 
ever hap- 
pened in 
my life. 








that was the 

worst thing 
to ever 
happen. 








| might 


have a 
new best 
or worst. 
















a pretty That 
smooth delivery Was... 
for such a 
roundabout 
pickup line. 




















So 
Ah, well, then 


if it were 










how do 
you think 
Himeno 
would 
reply? 


Ms. Himeno... 












"What's 
this non- 
sense 
all ofa 
sudden?" 


if it were 
) and try to 


Miyagi? 
'yag! laugh it off. 

























wl don't 
catch your 
meaning. 


















Kusu- 
noki, 
are you 

truly that 
kind of 
person? 






The kind 
to joke. 











all change 

depending 
on the 

situation. 


In the 
long run, 
what 
iswhat differs 
situations from 
they're person to 
likely to person 
end up in. 










but it might 
be more 
superficial 
than most 

people think. 





I don't put 
much trust 
in words like 
“personality” 
or “dis- 
position" or 
“character.” 








People 
put a lot of 
faith in 
consistency, 








everyone When 
likesto  there'sa 
think depressing 
they're _ statistic, 
the ex- 
ception. 






















you of 
all people 
to say some- 
thing like 





| wouldn't 
ave 
expected 

































I suppose 
thatis 








Passen- 
gers, 


but | kept 
talking to 
Miyagi about 
my memories 
of Himeno 
regardless. 























The very 
first time 
| came here, 








is just the ’ 
right height 
for a kid 


to want 

to get on 
So even top of. 
Himeno tried 


to climb up... 


the spiral 
stairs, 








justas 





But | noticed 























Sas Himenowas the sheer gap 2M FS 
3 hy about to fall pastthe SoH Sy 
BC SE > allthe way to railing WROD 
Pg Fe? the ground. act FS 
hae s\)} 
re { ic 1, 
v 
She acts ‘ 
you just intellectual, she If hadn't 
can't leave but she can just might happened to 
heralone. 't's  beareal have. be there to 
like, goof too. grab her, 




















Igota 
she got scrape in 
unusually all the hurry 
nice.. Ut reaching 


forthat for her, 
one day, 











to 


tellme 
something 
crucial. 


Maybe she but Miyagi The viewing 
thought she'd didn't speak of it. platform would 
let me keep have been an 
dreaming as appropriate 
long as | could. place to explain, 


























Outside the 
bookstore 
at 5. 



































Even if 
Himeno 











hadn't been 
someone 
I'd been 
waiting 
to see for 
a decade, 



























| still would 
have said 
she radiated 
beauty 
that day. 


late because 
of the rain. 








make you 
wait. 





"Il treat 
you to 
some- 


Forget 
about 
that for 
today. 






So are you 
expecting a 
“next time"? 














































I'll probably 
be expecting 
one after 
that. 





























of warmth. 











Himeno That's just 
really the sort of 
hadn't line Himeno 
changed would say... 
abit since 
then. 
though Even as 
she was aten- 
sarcastic, year-old, 
she spoke 
with a hint 























You were 
) always the 
one who 


forgot his 


umbrella, 
A \ 
te a 





wouldn't it 
begoodto So 
reverse it then, 
from now 
on? 





Looking what were es 
for you, you doing i 
Himeno. there the 

other day? 



































| and she j | | felt that 
| | was show- } | || things 
ing me her were going 
affection } great. 
for me. | lwas 
express- ] 
That's ingmy | 
what I affection 
believed, for Himeno, 
and | didn't 
doubt it. 











| didn't 
really 
want to 
know what 
Himeno was 
thinking 











| Sold Off My Lifespan, 
HH Aly te For 10,000 Yen A Year. 


UAE ene are 














gorgonzola 
cream 
pasta, 


anda 
salad, 
please. 








"'d like to 
hear about 
you first, 
Himeno. 


No, 
let's start 
with you. 


what you've 
been up toall 
these years, 
Kusunoki. 


' 
like to 
know 









Well, this 
isn't going 
to beall that 
interesting.. 





Starting 
with a dis- 
talked claimer, 
about 
middle 
and high 
school. 

























Iwas done 
There in less than 
was hardly _ five minutes. 
anything 

worth 
talking 
about in 
my life. 














Person- 
Iliked your ally. soyou Huh, 


pictures, gave up 
Kusunoki. art? 








drawing 


like it was allthe 
Andyou ume. 


nothing. made such 
beautiful, 
breathtaking 
pictures 


sometimes 
I took your 
pictures 
home 
and stared 
at them 
for ages. 





I didn't Well, You never 
werorint wasup i A oHne 
you antagonistic anytl ing 

other than like that 


z toward 
studying. Fon back then. 


Yeah, | was 
about the . antagonistic 


yetit same in \ 
seemed the acade- noo; 
adults would — mics, 
always heap 
their praise on 
pretty little 
Himeno. 


| thought 
it was just 
could Unfair that 
besuch Some 
acapable One 
student and 
beautiful. 





I guess 
nobody 
would've 
expected 


agirllike 
that would 
drop out of 
high school. 


didn't 
know 
after all. 











that 
this is too 

interesting 

either, but... 








She omitted |" = Himeno 
the part the then ex- 
about her events plained 
pregnancy, leading 
which up to her 
Miyagi had dropping 
given in her 
summary. 





I couldn't 

stand the 
slightest 
imper- 
fection, 


sol messed 
things up 
way down to 
the roots. 





It seems my 
mind's never 
changed 


I changed 
schools and ever since that 
left you. summer ten 
years ago, 
















alm sure 
that ten 













But | Iwasa Years 
suppose reasonably 99% 
it just asa smart girl. 
gaverise result, 
to foolish 


pride deep 
down, 








the notion 
I didn't need 
to mature 
any further. 





even while 
everyone 
else keeps 
changing. 


notmuch Andso 
different 'm still 
from that 
ten-year-old 
dreamer, 











about 
you, 
Kusunoki? 











changed 
in these 
ten years? 


I'm sure 
you've 
























You're 
not the 
only one 


changed, 
Himeno. 



















Since 
the day 
we parted, 
I too 






Around 
this 


point, haven't 


changed 
abit. 








| began 
to lose 
my calm. 





It felt like 
the world 


only existed 
to disap- 


point me. 


I knew 
what | was 
saying. 


| predicted 


how it would 


sound to 
Himeno's 


Years 
with 
nothing 
Passing to live 
pointless, for, 
lonely : 
days. 





| was 
already 
half-dead. 





that 
wouldn't 
stop me. 











And 
lunder- 
stood how 
foolish 
it was to 
do this. 
















That's 
why, 







justa 





But 








few days 
ago - 













Ijumped 
from one 
topic to 
another. 


Despairing 
over my 
future 


and selling 

off all but 
three months 

of my life. 


You can't 
see her, 


but she's Himeno, 


here right 
now. 





Ilet the 
jumbled 
mess that 
had built up 
inside me 


out all 
at once. 


The shop 
that dealed 
in lifespan. 


my being 

followed 
around by 
an invisible 
observer. 























She's a girl 
named 
Miyagi. 













And while 
she speaks 
ina really 
blunt way, 






if you just 
talk with her 
she's actually 








very... 




















I don't mean 
any offense, 
but... 


how 
completely 
unreal 


Do you 
what ‘ have any 
you're S : idea 
saying is? ~Q Z 





I'm pretty 
sure | know 


how 
ridiculous 
it sounds. 








despite 
that, 
































I can't think 
it's a lie. 





















Not the 
part about 
having little 
time left, 









nor that 
there's a girl 
there obser- 
ving you. 











We've 
known 









that if 





you tried each other 
7 tolie, long 
or tried enough 


to pull 
one over 
on me, 





So while 
it's certainly 
hard to 
swallow, 


i believe 
selling 


your ) that 
lifespan. 
























I've been lim sorry 
hiding for making 
something you go first, 








but 
actually, 


after we 
have our 
| \ dinner. / } | i 


a 


x =o iis 





Sorry, but 

could you 

check the 
ladies’ 
room? 


Maybe 
something 
happened 
to Himeno. 














inevericame} 
backs 





walked 
around the 
but restau- 
she was rant, 


returned 
to my seat 
in defeat. 











because she 
thought you 
were insane. 





Quite tasty 
even when 
it's cold. 


Why do 

you think 

Himeno 
left? 













And she 
hid it, 



















truth was a 
little more 
compli- 
cated, 







and Miyagi 
B knew that 
too. 






Your 
compan- 
ion 





asked me 
to give 
you this. 


You knew 
about this 


and kept it 
from me? 













No need 
to apolo- 






You let 
me have 
agood 
dream. 















Himeno 
would've 
succeeded in 
her objective. 













And in my 


original life, 





Is that 
right? 





Correct. 







done it 
right before 
your eyes, 

Mr. Kusunoki. 



















To clear 
up years 
of resent- 
ment. 


To show it 
tome. 





lhad To my one 
intended and only 
to die right childhood 
in Front Friend. 





of you. 


and Fal \had At, the 
Nght meant Viewing 
down? tohave plat- 
ext you wait Form, 
toyou beow  & 


fl 





Idid geta 
letter from 


T/stiever 
ico Jans: inthe ee Joumore’ 
ply. wered with end, ¥ 
a similarly 
banal letter 














‘So tm 
90g 
to just 
Quietly 
vanish. 


But it 
Seems lke 
youlve gone 
even more 
insane than 
me in these 
ten years. 




















What 
a fool 
lam. 

















to avoid 
feeling 


like this. 








I'd lived 
alone all 
my life 
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Seeing 
Miyagi hold 
her knees, 


I pitied her 
for having 
















to deal with trying to 
the selfish stay warm 
actions and sleep, 








ofan sel A TTA 
ofan 








I stood up 

slowly so 

| wouldn't 
wake 
Miyagi 





























But 
Miyagi 


feigned 
sleep the 
whole time. 


)  Intimes of 

despondency, 
those are 
acommon 

occurrence. 


Certainly 
it would 
have to 
wake up 


agirl who 

slept even 
lighter 

than me. 


Per- 
haps 


it was only 
adream, 

founded 

in desire. 

















I knew 


I don't it was 
think it ‘ Miyagi 
lasted Even in other because 


summer, i 


any more 
thana 
minute. 





she 
Pes..| smelled 
pat | 


likea 
L0-” clear 
oO” winter 


morning. 























but 
I couldn't 


make it out 
over the 
rain. 





Miyagi 
seemed to 
whisper 
something, 








In my drowsiness, | thought: 


Just how much 
has Miyagi helped me? 


How cornered would | feel now 
if Miyagi weren't there? 





I shouldn't 
trouble her 
any further. 


mean she kind to 
has any 

affection 
for me. 


It doesn't he's 
me 


because 

I'm going 
to die 
soon. 





I'll just die quietly. 
lll go back to my usual, 
self-sufficient, modest life where 
I don't count on anyone for anything. 


Like a cat, 
I'l expire silently and in secret. 


So I secretly vowed. 


—| In the 
morn- 
ing, 
aftera 
4-hour trek 
from the 





i 
community | 4 




















My body 
was 
dren- 
ched in 
sweat 


and my 
feet were 
blistered. 








Il try to Nah, 

get ht she'd 

oe peli 
just refuse. 
















Miyagi My under- 
was free to standing 
take showers \ was that 

and eat 


only 

while 

| was 
sleeping. 


























lask, of 
course, 


Kusunoki, 





because 
you appear are you! 
tobe sleeping? 
feigning 


sleep. 





If you did 


pad if you are 
fe indeed, 
forme, I would 


like to 








But 
as long 
as Isat 
there, 





You 
should sleep 
in bed. 


Just as an 
experiment, 
I tried 
imitating 
the way 
Miyagi slept. 


What are 
you doing 
there? 








Ridic- That 
ulous as should be 
it may my line. 


It's 
ridiculous 
sleeping 
like this. 








I'm sleeping 
on the left 
side from 
now on. 























Would be a 
perfect place 
for you to 
observe me 

up close. 











Are you still 
half-asleep, 
Mr. Kusunoki?, 


















No matter 
what, 
| won't 
won't intrude on 
even the right 
look, side, 


















It's up to 
you if you 
but I'll want to 

sleepon use it 
the left at or not, 
any rate. 






































l'll sleep 
inmy 
usual 


spot. 




















I've done 


everything on 
my Things to Do 
Before | Die list. 











Running me 
out of things 
todo. 





















































they were 
listening to 
music and 
reading. 







to force 
myself 
Idon't to keep 
find going, 

them as 

necessary 
as before. 














Now that 
there's no 
longer a 

need 











by which 


tokeep 
living." 















Do 
whatever 
you like. 


Even you 
must have 
hobbies of 
some sort, 

yes? 


.-But now 
that | think 
about it, 
those 
two were 
just 

















Those are 
awfully 
specific. 





There was even 
one who spent 
his last month 
of life 


lying in the back 

of a pickup truck 

and looking up 
at the sky. 


Vee afresh 


feeling, 
watching the 
scenery fly 
backward. 


orplaying Do you like 

gameson_ Walking and 
ancient counting 
arcade _‘ailroad ties, 


cabinets? say, 


Do you not 
appreciate 
anything 
more on the 
simple 


Let me guess, 
you observed 
guys like that? 


Arather 
nice way to 
pass the 
time. 

































Ican tell you 
Butyou plenty when 
willappear — we return 
rather tothe 
ifyou suspicious apartment. 
keep 
talking 









Hey, 
could 
tellme you 
more like 
that? 


























Asif Back f 
she were home] 
reading a Miyagi 
storybook did tell 
toa child, me more. 























No matter how stupid or pointless the story, 
when it came from Miyagi's lips, 


it felt very warm and soothing. 





| The next day, 

| thought while folding 

about what cranes with 

I should do. | the remaining |) 
origami paper, 





















Yeah, 
wouldn't 
really mind 
just drowning 
in paper 
cranes. 















































stupid, 
but... 


something 
that I can 

really, truly 
say | like. 











Then 
please, 
say it. 








Can't 
really 
place it 


ever since | was 

a kid, | wanted 

to be a vending 

machine when 
I grew up. 


..What 
about them 
do you like? 





you mean 
coffee- 
selling, 


ma- —soda- 
chines collin 


machines, = 


cs | 








But also 
cigarettes, 
ice cream, ham- 
burgers, udon, 
beer, liquor, 
cup noodles. 


Japan's 
the land of 

vending Vending 
machines. machines 


provide 
itall. 

















And so you... 
have a love 
for vending 
machines. 


like to 
use them, 


and leven 
like just 
looking 
at them. 








That's a 
unique 
hobby. 





Itwasa 
stupid 
hobby. 





















that | don't 
think | can ever 
understand. 







My burn- 
ing desire 
to become 


a vending 


machine? 












But, 







I think 
Ido under- 
stand. 












They offer a 


invariance and 
permanence. 





clear function, They offer 
with a sense of more than 











simply 


provide 
money, and 
the sum. _they will 
oftheir 2!ways offer 
warmth. 


products. 






















vending But, 
machines 
are always 
there. 


ou 
see... 








Vending 
machines are 
important to 
us observers 
as well. 




















said what 

Iwanted 
to sayalot 
better than 
I could. 












But what 


















Well, 
Iilhave |} Would you 
actually 
Y to explain 
want to 
sore do? it's all well 
ud else | like. and good 
\ to know 
at ] you like 
Zs y 





Every time 
I come to 
this cigar- 
ette shop, 
























goes out 
in front every : 
I'm reminded 
morning, 
without fail, of a part from 


totakea Paul Auster's 


That challenge 
to the idea 
of "meaning" 
really struck 
me. 









50, 








| want to 
imitate him and 
take photos that 
are meaningless 
at a glance. 








\wee/ Just keep 
inaway fd taking 
anybody crude 

could o¢ photos 


unsure how 
to word it... 


ordinary 
vending 
machines, 














but I 
think 













Hike 
that too. 


And | | 





















my vending 
machine 
tours began. 











to get the 
stuff around 
the vending 
machine in 

view as well. 


What kind 
of area the 
machine 
was in, 
and in what 


condition... 
That's 


what | 
wanted to 
capture. 


Discoveries which I'd 
like that walked by 
mademy 7 countless 

heart dance. times, yet 
: had always 
overlooked. 





During the 
30 minutes 
it took for 
the film to 
develop, 


would 
go have 
breakfast. 





At the start 
of each day, 
I'd head for 
the photo 
studio. 








and 
carefully 
put each 
one into 
an album. 





At the 
end of 
the day, 





I'd lay out 
the photos 
developed 
that 
morning, 











is there 
someone 
there? 











One day, 
the owner 
ofthe 
photo 
studio 








saw me 

laughing 
with Miyagi 
and asked: 


























Her Agirl 
job's to named 
observe Miyagi. 


Hello. 





















these 
strange So 










' Oh, 
they're just He readily 











no, 
Photos of "J, photos... then,|} | accepted | | see. 
vending they're actu- the invisible 
machines. ally photos Miyagi's 

of her? existence. 





























The owner's 
keep at it, face told 
then. how little 
he under- 


whe 
said. 


stood. 

















































Allmy 
pictures are 
meaningless 
to others. 


It will » 
appear as a 


meaningless 
photo of 
a bike to 
others. 





after just Oh, 
what the figured 
photo guy |'d take 
said. one, 














What 
are you 
doing? 





oy 





I'd be 
con- 
cerned 
if they 


weren't. 











Alright, 
let's go. 





people like Of 
the photo course,| 
studio owner 

were the 

minority. 




























Not like 

I cared what 
anybody 
thought. 






















The man 
who lived 
next door 











shot me 
a look of 
disgust. 








HH far te Sibir 
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It was an 
utterly 
clear, 
not very 
win 


a eee 
Ua 


seen nor 
heard of. 
































Itseems After 
when I'm lost, | is i wander- 
maybe | head home- ing for 

this way on town, Mr. ©) spout 
instinct. Kusunoki. howe 











Still, doesn't 
change that 
there are vend- 
ing machines 
here too. 














It's been 
here since 
the first 
time | ever 
visited. 











like it shut 
down a 
while ago, 



































Can cats Hmm, 


see you, 
Miyagi? 


*whoosh* 





| \ 
*skitter* aN 
| X 











| G4 
\ 


ee} ] 





“SAMY 




















dogs and 





Not to say 
that they 
like me, 
however. 







cats can 





















you're 
not so 
great 
atit. 


isn't that 
great. 











practicing, 






But 
still, 


Which is 
why I'm 
















Are you 
surprised? 





So you 
do this for 
a hobby. 











We Well. 


should 
be moving 














Miyagi, 
could you 
show me 











pened as 
and! — we headed 
passedin for the 
front of next town, 
the candy 
store again. 








exploring halfa 
myhome- day 
town, 

















It was 
about ten 
years ago 
Ilast came 


It's 
under- 
stand- 

able. 


probably 
don't re- 

member me, 
do you? 





you very 
well. 





| remember 













Ihadn't 
thought 
ahead 


| fought with 
my mother 
one night 
and left 
home. 





















you need 
togo 
home? 





I bh 


hearing 
that... 





something 


Having just 
had a heated 
argument 
witha 
parent, 


lubbered 


back. 













































































you 
replied. 





























but let's say 
he isn't for 


another 
hour. 



















Maybe 
you didn't 
think it was 
a big deal 

atall. 














that I. can 
still put my 
deepest 
hopes in 
someone - 
orat least, 
so I've 
convinced 
myself. 











I think it's 
thanks to that 
experience 








lused her 
remark about 
toprop “getting together 
myself up if we hadn't found 
forten whole anyone by 20" 








it seems that 

any fondness 

Himeno may 
have had 


i forme 
turned into 


a vicious hate 
at some point. 








the letter 
| got from 


Himeno when 
Iwas 17. 





















Then Just what 






one day, did! do 

suddenly Ikept wrong? 
remembered thinking 
about it. 








So the 
moment a 
letter from 

her arrived... 


I really 
should have 
realized. 













was 


never the 
sort of person 
to write 
friendly letters 
to others. 











How 
about we 


compare 
answers. 





That 


was letter 


Himeno's 
form of 
an SOS. 






Much like 
me, when 
she was 















feeling my help with 
cornered, that letter. 
she 
clung 
to her 
past. 

















Himeno's 
letter wasn't 
in the time 


because 
is capsule 


she dug it 
up first. 





And, 
reminded 
of her one 
and only 
childhood 

friend, 


she 

sent 
hima 
letter. 








[ Shebecame and so 
hollow, Host 
and the Himeno. 
moment : 
I realized it, 


so did |. 


| was 
no longer 
qualified 
for that 


Position. 


Having 

failed to 

notice her 
intent, 





I'm terribly 
sorry for 
making you 
sit through 

all that. 








gloomy 
story's 
end. 


abad 
place to 






























I'll tell you 


something Kusunoki? 
good. Mr. 
Kusunoki. 








Long Ijust 
before | remem- 
became an g bered. 
observer. y 





I've been 


on this road 
before. 











If you follow 
the road 
abit more, 








then make 
aright turn 
somewhere, 














Oh 
yeah, 






The lake 















io It's Isaid | wanted 
did tell me what to visit before 
about that. leallit, — Idied. 





Now 
wasn't that 
something 


it sure 
was. 











don't want 
to show me 
until we're 
right there, 
huh? 


Now close 
your eyes. 


listen 
carefully 
to what 
| tell you. 


Iwill 
Keep guide you 
youreyes along. 
closed until 
I tell you 
to open 


s 


So long as 
we're out 
here, 


ae 


do you 
not want to 
see the stars 
in the best of 
conditions 
as well? 





Out- 


rageous What if 
how? I were to 
deceive 

you, 


and lead you 
somewhere 
outrageous? 





Hmm 
Some- 


where 
dangerous 
like a cliff, 
ora 


—~ ge bridge. 
c . Ididn't 4 


‘an't see 
any reason E consider it, 
why you'd / and I'm not 
do some- gonna. 
thing like 

that. 


And 


then Watch 
you may your step, and 
open your lie down flat. 
eyes. 








And 


we sat Ifeel 
looking s like | under- 


up at the tosee stand now 


this again 
stars why you 
before you wanted 


died. 


for 
avery 
long time. 


You've ied \| 
for my sake, 











lonce had 


someone in 

as Ms. my life who 

Himeno was to me 
was to you. 














We could 
never get 
accustomed 


so we 
relied on 

each other, 
living ina 
world all 
our own. 


to the way 



















Ihad On my first 
expected day off after 
he would that 7] 

a the first becoming 


be grieving A) 
terribly over RIRAM) thing! did an observer, 


my disappear- & i was check 
ance. 











he had 
all too 
quickly 


adapted 





when | 


/ \'d merely \ 6 i realized. 
beena 
shackle 
on him. 















To be 
wanted Ithink entirely 


him to Iwanted honest, 
despalr, - im to have 
and walt made him 


corey unhappy. 
return... 





















that I didn't 
he could want to learn 
make it on the truth 
his own. 





And 


you'd still ¥&% 
wanna see 


Yes. 
Because 


I don't him before not gone 


you died? 


to see him 
since. 


know any- 
thing else. 


It's 
the only 
thing | can 
cling to. 


under- 
stand how 
you feel. 





Though 

perhaps 

you don't 
want me to. 





for under- 
standing. 





mention 
it. 





Miyagi 
dove into 
the bed. 





just one 
glance at 
Miyagi, 
but... 


I should 
have wished 
‘on a shoot- 

ing star 


that things 
could just 
goon 
like this. 














remain- 
ed by 
the bed. 





